Developing Communicative Materials for Speaking at English Course for Children (ECC) Program in SD Muhammadiyah of Yogyakarta. by Setiawan, Heri & Widyantoro, Agus
 
 
Chapter 1 
Introduction 
In this chapter, the writer presents introduction. It consists of background of 
the problems, identification of the problem, limitation of the problem, formulation 
of the background, objective of the study, and significance of the study. 
A. Background of the problem 
English is one of the languages that people use around the world. 
English is an international language. Therefore, in this globalization era, 
people in every country including Indonesia must be able to speak English 
to communicate with people from other countries. To face globalization 
era, English starts to be taught in first grade of elementary school; it is due 
to learning foreign language is better when it is done early as possible. 
English as a foreign language has been a medium to communicate with 
people in the world in different nation, culture and custom. As the most 
popular and important language, English is used in many areas of the 
globe such as communication, business, economic, knowledge, technology 
and culture. English is very crucial to be mastered by everyone who lives 
in the globalization era. Thus, English is not only used as a communication 
instrument but also it should be taught in almost levels of education in 
Indonesia. 
English is regarded as the first foreign language to be taught at 
elementary school as a local content, at secondary school as a compulsory 
subject, and at a university as an additional subject. It shows the 
 
 
importance of English for the students. In Indonesia, English is used as the 
second language. It means that everybody does not use this language in 
their daily communication. It is only learned as school subject and it has 
been introduced since in the first grade of elementary school through the 
university. English as a target language is complicated to be learnt. 
Millions of people study English but only few succeed. Therefore, learning 
English is very important to be taught in elementary school. 
The teaching and learning English are important to be taught in 
school because it is the first foreign language taught at school. English as a 
foreign language in Indonesia has been taught in Junior High School as a 
compulsory subject. Since 1994, the government has given a big interest to 
English teaching and learning as a local content subject in elementary 
school (kurikulum 1994). The government act number 22 year 2006 shows 
SD / MI curriculum is containing 8 subjects, local content, and self 
development. Thus, some of elementary schools have decided to make 
English as their self  development subject.  
In order to survive and compete in the global era, people are 
required to master English skills, including speaking skills. Speaking is 
one of the four basic skills that very important and complicated to be 
learned. The general facts and surrounding facts greatly affect the 
students’ ability in speaking English. Generally, English is not familiar 
language for Indonesian society. In the surrounding facts, English is very 
rarely used in daily communication either in daily activity or in the 
classroom activity. In the classroom activity, the students prefer listen and 
 
 
pay attention to the teacher; they only listen and sit in their chair, afraid to 
try, afraid to speak English, and they tend to become passive. However, to 
make the students active and brave to speak in classroom’s activity is very 
interesting in teaching learning English. 
SD Muhammadiyah Tamantirto Bantul, Yogyakarta is one of the 
schools in Yogyakarta who implements English as a self-development 
subject. Self-development is not a subject that should be taken care of by 
teacher. Self-development aims to provide opportunities for learners to 
develop and express themselves according to the needs, talents, and 
interests of each learner based on the school condition. Facilitated and self 
development activities were guided by a teacher or educational staff in the 
form of extra curricular activities. However, self development activities 
are conducted through counseling services with regard to issues self and 
social life, learning, and career development of the students. 
Based on the school curriculum of SD Muhammadiyah Tamantirto 
Bantul Yogyakarta, English will be introduced as an international 
communication language from first grade. The students will be taught 
English by teacher in extra curricular to make additional knowledge 
especially in speaking activity. In the other hand, there are many students 
that they interest English language. Cameron (2000: 1) stated that children 
are often enthusiastic and lively as learner. Many students are enthusiastic 
to study English. Although the students did not have English ability, they 
have big spirit to attend the English extracurricular. However, because of 
English Subject as a part of National Final Exam of Junior High School in 
 
 
Indonesia, the students have to prepare it from Elementary school by 
introducing English in their subjects. So, the students must be introduced 
to English before they go to the next level; Junior High School. Those are 
why English Course for Children are held in SD Muhammadiyah 
Tamantirto Bantul,Yogyakarta. 
To deal with the aims of teaching and learning English in SD 
Muhammadiyah Tamantirto Bantul Yogyakarta, the school has made an 
extra curricular English class. It is called English Course for Children 
(ECC) program. ECC program consist of grades 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. The ECC 
in SD Muhammadiyah Tamantirto Bantul Yogyakarta is aimed to improve 
the students’ language skills, especially speaking skill. But in SD 
Muhammadiyah Tamantirto Bantul Yogyakarta did not have English 
material to be taught to the students. So, the researcher thought to design 
materials using communicative approach to teach speaking in ECC 
program which were suitable for the students’ need and interest. 
Accordingly, this research tries to design teaching speaking materials and 
activities which are suitable for the fifth graders students of SD 
Muhammadiyah Tamantirto Bantul Yogyakarta. 
B. Identification of the problem 
Based on the of the study, there are several problems can be 
identified in teaching English for fifth grade students of elementary 
school, especially in English Course Program. Some of the problems are 
mentioned in the identification of the problem as follows:  
 
 
1. Some variables or factors influencing the success of English teaching 
and learning are not available to use it. 
2. There is no a suitable material with the syllabus for the students in 
English course. 
3. Using the appropriate approach in teaching speaking is very important.  
4. There are no many times for the English teacher to create the teaching 
materials (course book).  
C. Delimitation of the problem 
Based on the several problems above, the one that have to be solved most 
are: 
a. Designing English materials using communicative approach to teach 
speaking in ECC program of SD Muhammadiyah Tamantirto 
Bantul,Yogyakarta. 
b. Developing English materials using communicative approach to teach 
speaking in ECC program of SD Muhammadiyah Tamantirto 
Bantul,Yogyakarta. 
 
 
D. Formulation of the problem 
Based on the limitation of the problems above, the problem of the research 
is formulated to the question what isis the development of communicative 
materials for speaking to 5th ECC program of SD Muhammadiyah 
Tamantirto Bantul Yogyakarta? 
 
 
E. Objective of the study 
According to formulation above, the objective of the study is to design 
communicative materials for 5th students of SD Muhammadiyah 
Tamantirto Bantul Yogyakarta 
F. Significance of the study 
The Significance of the study of this research was imagined in two facets, 
they are Practical and Theoretical. 
a. Practical 
In practical, it concerns to two subjects, they are:  
4. For the students 
The product will be useful for students to improve their speaking 
skill. 
5. For the teachers 
This product will be useful for additional source in teaching 
speaking of ECC program 
b. Theoretical  
1. For the material designers 
The material designers get knowledge to design the English material 
using communicative approach to teach English speaking in ECC 
program that are suitable for students. 
2. For the other researcher 
This research can contribute ideas, opinion, and information for the 
other researchers who are interested to conduct a study in more or 
less the same areas as this study. 
 
 
3. For the school 
The output of this research will increase the quality of the institution 
in the future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
